
THINK BIG! CREATING A VISION 
FOR THE FUTURE OF TRANSIT IN 
RHODE ISLAND



RHODE ISLAND TRANSIT MASTER PLAN
Transit vision for Rhode Island

Improvements to achieve the vision

Funding opportunities

Policy changes that could facilitate implementation and 
improve service delivery



RHODE ISLAND TRANSIT MASTER PLAN
What will be considered?

Starting without boundaries
Let’s see where this takes us…



WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

Creates better places to 
live and work

Makes cities more competitive 
and stimulates job growth Supports vibrant,

walkable neighborhoods

Improves health 
and safety

Protects and improves
the environment

Creates a more 
connected region

To provide a better quality of life
To help Rhode Island prosper



HOW TRANSIT HELPS RI PROSPER
Makes RI more competitive

“Companies have lists of wants and needs.  Transit has shifted from a want to a need.”
– Michael Flynn, CEO of the Economic Development Corporation of Utah

Proximity to population center, proximity to international airport, proximity to major 
highways and arterial roads, and access to transit.

– Site requirements for Amazon’s HQ2 
Attract talent

Mobile young workers prefer places with good transit
Creates new opportunities for those who already live here

The better RI competes, the more opportunities there will be for everyone



Transit needs to keep pace in a competitive landscape

WHY TRANSIT CAN’T STAY STILL

Relative
Convenience

Cost 
Competitiveness

Use



STARTING FROM A GOOD PLACE
History of big bold 
transformative projects
A strong and vibrant urban 
core
A transit system that is 
already very good
Partnerships with the MBTA 
for rail service
Strong links to Boston



EXAMPLES FROM ELSEWHERE
Seattle
Boulder, CO
Little Rock
Fort Worth
Orange County, CA
Salt Lake City
Denver
Las Vegas
Nashville

TRANSIT MASTER PLAN 

SUMMARY REPORT

City of Seattle Department of Transportation

February 2012

 



RESULTS: SEATTLE
TMP completed in 2012 (update in 2015) has:

Grown SDOT transit capacity
Inspired multimodal planning
Guided successful funding initiatives
Advanced nine corridor projects
Enhanced agency partnerships
Built advocacy
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RESULTS: SEATTLE
Projects now underway

2 LRT corridors
1 Streetcar line
7 BRT corridors
Speed and reliability 
improvements
Service buy-ups



RESULTS: SEATTLE
Translated to major transit 
funding measures

$50M annually for service buy-ups
$4M annually for speed and 
reliability improvements
$300M for RapidRide expansion

One of few cities where transit 
ridership is increasing

Ridership up 60% since 2002
Center City transit mode share 
~50% 



RESULTS:  NASHVILLE
Overwhelming support for highest 
cost scenario:

Four light rail lines (since expanded to 
five)
Bus Rapid Transit
Major increases in local bus service
Community transit centers
Mobility as a Service pilots
Freeway BRT
Express bus on shoulder
New local services in outlying areas
And more…



RESULTS:  NASHVILLE
$5.9 billion transit program with 
associated tax increases going 
to voters on May 1
Requires significant increases in 
spending and funding

Small percentage comes from 
growth
Most comes from large increases in 
per capita spending:  from $67 in 
2016 to over $225



LESSONS LEARNED
Transit can be a catalyst to a better future

Better quality of life
More jobs

When transit gets better, more people will use it – usually a lot more
The public will support compelling plans

Nashville is currently leading in the polls
Nationwide, 70% of funding initiatives pass 



power

22333Text the message

POWER

to 22333
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
POLLING/VOTING














