
*Board Members may convene in Executive Session pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws §42-46-5(a)(2) to discuss this Agenda item. 
 
By a majority vote, a public body may amend its agenda to add items. The additional items shall be for informational purposes 
only and may not be voted on except when necessary to address an unexpected occurrence requiring immediate action or to refer 
the matter to an appropriate committee pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws §42-46-6(b).  
 
Copies of Meeting Minutes may be obtained pursuant to RIPTA’s public records policy, which is available at 
http://www.ripta.com/access-to-public-records-act. An interpreter for the deaf and hard of hearing can be provided by calling 784-
9500 x1171 at least 48 hours in advance. The location is accessible to the handicapped.  

 
RIPTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

Monday, April 27, 2020 

10:00 a.m.  

Cisco WebEx Video Conference 
 
 

Instructions to join with: 
 
VIDEO: 

1. Go to www.ripta.webex.com 
2. Enter meeting number: 969 281 986 
3. Enter your name, last name, email and password: R1ptaBOD 
4. Press “Join Now” 

 
Or copy and paste this link into your browser, then follow steps 3‐4 above:  
https://ripta.webex.com/ripta/onstage/g.php?MTID=e4ea0c4afabe7a7fbf6016779c538f20b 

*Please note: If joining with Google Chrome or Safari, you will be prompted to add the Cisco WebEx 
extension to your browser, prior to following steps 2‐4 listed above. 

 
AUDIO/PHONE CALL: 

1. Dial: 408‐418‐9388 
2. Enter Meeting number: 969 281 986# 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*Board Members may convene in Executive Session pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws §42-46-5(a)(2) to discuss this Agenda item. 
 
By a majority vote, a public body may amend its agenda to add items. The additional items shall be for informational purposes 
only and may not be voted on except when necessary to address an unexpected occurrence requiring immediate action or to refer 
the matter to an appropriate committee pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws §42-46-6(b).  
 
Copies of Meeting Minutes may be obtained pursuant to RIPTA’s public records policy, which is available at 
http://www.ripta.com/access-to-public-records-act. An interpreter for the deaf and hard of hearing can be provided by calling 784-
9500 x1171 at least 48 hours in advance. The location is accessible to the handicapped.  

RIPTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Monday, April 27, 2020 

10:00 a.m.  

Cisco WebEx Video Conference 

 
AGENDA 

 

 
This Agenda posted on April 22, 2020 

1.  Board Approval:  To Consider for Approval the Draft Regular Session 
Meeting Minutes of February 19, 2020 and Draft Executive 
session Minutes of January 22, 2020. 

2.  CEO Report:  Coronavirus Update 
 Service Impacts 
 Diesel Pricing 
 Monthly Update 

3.  Board Discussion/ 
Potential Vote: 

Request for Approval of RFP 20-03, Renewable Energy Project  

4.  Board Discussion/ 
Potential Vote: 

Request for Approval of IFB 20-17, Printing Services 

5.  Board Discussion/ 
Potential Vote: 

Request for Approval of Policy Renewal  

6.  Board Discussion/ 
Potential Vote: 

Resolution setting forth plan for CARES Act funding 

7.  Board Discussion/ 
Potential Vote: 

CARES Act Funding 

8.  Board Discussion/ 
Potential Vote: 

CARES Act Funding 

9.  Board Discussion/ 
Potential Vote: 

Line of Credit Authorization 

10.  Executive Session: Executive Session to consider, discuss and act upon such 
matters as may be closed to the public pursuant to R.I. Gen. 
Laws § 42-46-5(a)(2) regarding litigation and collective 
bargaining.* 

11.  Adjournment  
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RHODE	ISLAND	PUBLIC	TRANSIT	AUTHORITY	

BOARD	OF	DIRECTORS	
Transportation Conference Room  

269 Melrose Street, Providence 
Minutes of Wednesday, February 19, 2020 

1:30 p.m. 
Board	Members	
Present:  Normand Benoit, Board Chair; Michelle Wilcox, Board Treasurer; 

Maureen Martin, Board Secretary; and Peter Alviti. 
Absent:   Joshua Brumberger, Board Vice Chair; Robert Kells; Stephanie Ogidan 

Preston; and Jose Rosario. 

Also	Present:	 Scott Avedisian, Chief Executive Officer; Christopher Fragomeni, Board 
Counsel; Elizabeth Silvestre, Executive Assistant; members of RIPTA’s 
staff; and members of the public. 

Call	to	order: Mr. Benoit called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m., indicating that a 
quorum was present. 

	
Agenda	Item	1:	 To	Consider	for	Approval	the	Draft	Public	Session	

Meeting	Minutes	of	January	22,	2020.	
Ms. Martin makes a motion to approve the draft public session meeting minutes of January 
22, 2020. Ms. Wilcox seconds, and the motion passes with favorable votes by Mr. Alviti and 
Mr. Benoit.  
	
Agenda	Item	2:	 Public	Comment.	

1. Kevin Cole: Reads a statement from Tom Cute, President and Business Agent of ATU 
618 and 618A, expressing opposition to the RIPTA-RIDOT merger.   

2. Valerie Bacon: Asks questions on how a merger could benefit RIPTA.  
3. Nick DeCristofaro: Asks why RIDOT cannot support RIPTA through collaboration,              

instead of a merger.  
4. Grant Dulgarian: Follows up on his request for suggestion on ways to improve 

RIPTA service.  
5. Barry Schiller: Suggests that a merger may be helpful with climate change initiatives 

and snow removal, and expresses concern over a lack of public involvement at 
RIDOT.  

6. Susan Feeley: Concerns with RIDOT’s lack of public input and possibility of highway 
funding absorbing everything while overlooking mass transit.  

7. Randall Rose: Concerned with lack of transparency and suggests RIPTA and RIDOT 
collaborate on funding rather than merging.  

8. Pat Fontes: Concerned with public losing its input, as RIPTA has implemented her 
suggestions in the past, but RIDOT has never responded to questions. 

9. Liza Burkin: RIDOT has broken the trust of people who do not drive a car and has 
consistently denied public input. 

Agenda	Item	3:	 CEO	Report.	
Mr. Avedisian provides an update on the monthly report, UPASS ridership, Quonset 
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ridership, Fall River ridership, and DTC ridership. 
 
Agenda	Item	4:	 Commendations	for	retired	employees.		
Mr. Avedisian presents commendations to Amy Pettine, James Dean, and Lillian Picchione 
for their many years of public service at RIPTA.  
 
Agenda	Item	5:	 Planning	Department’s	Review	of	2019	Initiatives.	
Gregory Nordin, Chief of Strategic Advancement of RIPTA, presents a review of the 2019 
initiatives. 
 
Agenda	Item	6:	 Adjournment	02:20	p.m. 
Ms. Martin moves to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Wilcox seconds, and the motion passes with 
favorable votes by Mr. Alviti and Mr. Benoit.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Maureen Martin, Secretary 



























































































































RESOLUTION BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE RHODE ISLAND  
PUBLIC TRANSIT AUTHORITY (CARES ACT FUNDING) 

 
WHEREAS, the Rhode Island Public Transit Authority (“RIPTA” or the “Authority”) 

is a body corporate and politic created by R.I.G.L. §39-18, et seq. for the purpose of 
providing statewide public transit services; 

 
WHEREAS, RIPTA operates fixed-route bus services, flexible service, and para-

transit services throughout the state; 
 
WHEREAS, since initial reports of the novel coronavirus in December; more than 

1 million people have tested positive for COVID-19; 
 
WHEREAS, transit providers have seen a drastic decrease in ridership and 

revenue as a result of social distancing, while incurring unplanned costs for health and 
safety; 

 
WHEREAS, on March 27, 2020 the CARES Act (Coronavirus aid, relief, and 

economic security act) (CARES Act) was signed into law providing $2 trillion in support 
for a variety of industries affected by COVID-19, including the transit industry; 

 
WHEREAS, during this time RIPTA continues to maintain full service providing 

transportation for persons taking essential trips to work and grocery stores; 
 
WHEREAS, enhanced cleaning measures have been implemented and additional 

vehicles have been deployed to reduce the amount of riders on a vehicle; 
 
WHEREAS, RIPTA is receiving $91,233,702 in federal transit funds provided 

through the CARES Act signed into law on March 27, 2020; 
 
WHEREAS, the legislation also allows for all transit agencies (even those 

operating in a UZA greater than 200,000 individuals) to seek reimbursement for the cost 
of operation; 

 
WHEREAS, in order to make up for the shortfall RIPTA needs to take advantage 

of the ability to seek federal reimbursement for operating and/or capital expenditures. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, in light of the foregoing, it is hereby RESOLVED by the Board 
of Directors of the Rhode Island Transit Authority to authorize RIPTA to submit grant 
applications to the Federal Transit Administration to access the transit industry funds 
allowed through the CARES Act, providing: 

 
 
All submissions for grant applications to the FTA for CARES Act funds shall be 

submitted to the Board for prior approval.  
 



 
RIPTA staff shall prepare and submit to the Board for prior approval a long-term 

plan for the most efficient and effective use of CARES Act funds.  In preparing the plan 
RIPTA staff shall coordinate with the State’s OMB, EMA, and DOT so as to ensure the 
best use of CARES Act  funds for public transit purposes and avoid duplication of requests 
for, or use of, federal resources. 

 
 
RIPTA staff shall prepare and submit to the Board for approval a separate budget 

for use of the CARES Act funds consistent with the long-term plan. 
 
 
Notwithstanding the forgoing need for a long-term plan and budget, it is recognized 

that the immediate initial application(s) to the FTA, may be warranted to focus on the need 
to maintain current operations and services given their crucial importance to the people 
of the State.  If such need arises, RIPTA staff shall prepare and submit to the Board for 
approval before filing any initial application(s) to the FTA. 
 
 

On Behalf of the Rhode Island Public Transit Authority, the Chairman of the Board 
of Directors, has executed this Resolution as of the ______ day of April 2020. 

 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Normand G. Benoit, Esq. 
Chair, Rhode Island Public Transit Authority 
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